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COZY WITH FROSTY: Snow brings out the kid in all of us, just like for student 
Rose Elliott, who built this snowman across from the Bentley Library. Elliott, who 
grew up in Puerto Rico, said it was the first snowman she'd ever created. 


Hartleb says developmental 
classes should not define NECC 


@ Hartleb fields questions 
at brown bag luncheon 
in Lawrence 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Sports Editor 


President David Hartleb, along with teach- 
ers and administrators, discussed a spec- 
trum of issues at the brown bag luncheon, 
on Tuesday Dec. 12, at the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

While topics such as Christmas deco- 
rations and flu shots were raised, the 
focus of conversation was developmen- 
tal programs at NECC. 

Hartleb said he feels strongly about 
developmental programs, yet said, “Oth- 
ers might say, too much in that area and 
we don’t look like a college. We do not 
want to be known as a developmental 
college. We want to be known as a 
college.” 


ee 


We do not want to 
be known as a 
developmental college. 


—PRESIDENT HARTLEB 


Hartleb feels a developmental stage is 
necessary in building and preparing those 
not quite ready for career classes. Yet, 
this stage may not be big enough. Often 
times a student goes from a basic math 
non-credit class, into college algebra. 
These students are less likely to be suc- 
cessful. 

There is currently one full-time devel- 
opmental reading faculty member, one 
full-time developmental math teacher and 
one full-time developmental writing 


teacher. 
See HARTLEB, page 4 
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Mel slips on control tops 
and realizes they are not 
what women want 


Grassroots group 
fights for recycling 


@ Some concerned employees 
on Lawrence campus take 
recycling home with them 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Features Editor 


An organization and promotion of the cur- 
rent recycling program is currently underway, 
with changes made to encompass both cam- 
puses. 

In a recent meeting held on the Haverhill 
campus, students, faculty and MassPIRG gath- 
ered to exchange ideas on how to best support 
recycling efforts. 

According to Shari Darman, MassPIRG cam- 
pus organizer, there is a recycling policy on the 
Haverhill campus, but it has not been success- 
ful because it is not being utilized as it could be. 

“Basically, not much is being done with it,” 
said Darman. She stated the group is hoping to 
organize a permanent system that will be 
responsible for maintaining recycling on both 
the Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. This 


eae Pypttdttire, 


Barbara Polletta illustration 


would mean starting recycling on the Lawrence 
campus, where, according to Darman, a recy- 
cling policy is not actively in place. 

In past. years questions have arose about 
how much recycling was actually being doneon 
campus, with cost factors playing a role in 
NECC'ss level of commitment. According to 
Darman, MassPIRG’s goal is for a 50 percent 
increase in recycling by NECC. 

Alisa Vlahakis Povenmire, of the Northeast 
Regional Support Center located onthe Lawrence 
campus, has made attempts to establish a 
recycling program on that campus. 


See RECYCLING, page 4 


Students express themselves 
through word and art 


@ Parnassus Slam 
helps promote the arts 


By LUCY MILLER 
Copy Editor 


“Poems can be controversial. Poetry 
readings are controversial. Poems are 
about thoughts and emotions, which can 
sometimes be shocking. They tell the truth,” 
said Ginger Hurajt, English professor and 
adviser of “Parnassus,” about the recent 
Parnassus Slam. 

Students and faculty gathered in Jitters 
Café on Wednesday, Dec. 13 to enjoy a 
poetry reading in honor of the fall semes- 
ter publication of “Parnassus.” The read- 
ing was open to not only NECC students, 
but also the community. 

Taking a different approach, the staff 
decided to hold its traditional Parnassus 
Slam, which the club holds after each of 


their publications for each semester, at a 
different time this year. Instead of hold- 
ing the event in the evening, which the 
staffhad been doing, they decided to hold 
the festivity at noon in the same location, 
Jitters Café. Hurajt said that the turnout 
at the slam had been the same this time 
when the event was held at noon. 


“Parnassus” is a literary publication 
consisting of works of writing and art 


submitted by students at NECC. It has 
been published since the early 70s, and 
Hurajt has been part of the staff for four 
years—two years as assistant adviser and 
two years as adviser. 

Jitters was filled to capacity at the start 
of the slam, and Hurajt was trying to 
increase the reader involvement before 
the first presenter came to the mike. 

Only three students had signed up 
before the start of the activity, and by the 
conclusion, three more people who had 


See PARNASSUS, page 4 
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NECCO ignores simple solution 
to environmental problem 


@ Recycling will help 
nuture nature 


Photographer Henry Jackson 
and Artist Thomas Moran vis- 
ited the area that would become 
Yellowstone National Park in 
1871. Their impressions swayed 
public sentiment toward con- 
vincing President Ulysses S. 
Grant to sign legislation pro- 
tecting the area in the interest 
of the U.S. government, thereby 
creating the first national park. 
These fledgling steps were 
among the opening cries from 
the public for federal interven- 
tion on behalf of the environ- 
ment, and they have not ceased 
in our time. 

Today it is an established 
axiom of environmental aware- 
ness, that the waste we create is 
overflowing our landfills and 
squandering our resources. This 
is such a well-known cycle that 
the solution to the dilemma is 
repeated more often than the 
problem is explained, and the 
solution is simple. Children are 
aware of it through its presence 
in school, adults encounter it 
when they go to the office, and 
the idea is reinforced to both, at 
home. 

The answer is seen on the 
back of nearly every plastic 
bottle, or cardboard carton, even 
in the fine print of this newspa- 
per (on this page, under the staff 
box below). Yet despite America’s 
awareness to the problem, de- 
spite the public’s participation 
in the solution, the word “Recy- 
cling” has not reached the ears 
of our school’s administration. 

At Northern Essex, our rich 
New England traditions are ap- 
parently so thick and over- 
whelming that the ways of the 
late twentieth century are 
smothered under a heap of 
anachronisms. In refusing to 
embrace recycling, the school is 
setting itself at odds, not only 
with the students, but with the 
rest of academia. What sort of 


college would boast an environ- 
mental science curriculum with- 
out teaching the practical value 
of its application by following 
its lesson? Based on this, can we 
assume that the students gradu- 
ating from Northern Essex are 
more educated than the insti- 
tute from which they are receiv- 
ing their degree? Is the school 
attempting to rewrite math as 
wellas science by proffering that 
the product is greater than the 
whole of its parts? 

Further, are we as students 
willing to let the administration 
dictate the extent of our partici- 
pation in this global issue due to 
the fact that the school ignores 
recycling on campus? Is the 
administration so contemptuous 
of the outside world that they 
are willing to discount the last 
80 years of political science and 
compel students to follow their 
pursuit ofisolationism? William 
Thayer, a Massachusetts poet 
and biographer to the great con- 
servationist, President Theodore 
Roosevelt, has a relevant quote: 


“You shall not change, but a 
nobler race of men 

Shall walk beneath the stars 
and wander by the shore; 

I cannot guess their glory, 
but I think the sky and sea 

Will bring to them more glad- 
ness than they brought to us of 
yore. 

-Man in Nature, William Roscoe 

Thayer. 1859 

Let the students of this school 
become the nobler race that 
Thayer refers to, and create as 
great an impression through 
words and petition, as Moran 
and Jackson did through art. Let 
us resolve to make 2001 a new 
year at Northern Essex, by pro- 
tecting students from plunder- 
ing our natural surroundings, 
through the nature of our edu- 
cational environment. 
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In a perfect world, whose New Year's 
Eve party would you attend ? 


Adam Clough, General Studies 
“Ozzy Osborne, probably going to 
be the best party in the world.” 


Photos by O'Ryan Johnson 


Jamie Shannon, Psychology 
“Octavian Augustus’. I'd like to see 
the great empire.” 


Scott McDonald, General Studies 
“Larry Flint's, c'mon girls, girls 
and more girls.” 


Cheryl Dooley, Liberal Arts 
“At my friend's in the mountains 
having a big party, like last year.” 


Olivar Delrosario, Computer Net- 

working . 
“MTV's. Time Square, that's where ~ 
everyone's going to be.” 


| 


Evan Charest, Web Design 
“Anywhere with friends, but not 
at home.” 
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Thanks for the memories: Editor 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


Thinking back about my two and 
a half years at the Observer, I have 
discovered my tenure can be described 
with one question, “what the hell was 
I thinking?” 

Not to say that I didn’t have good 
time in my travels as amember ofthe 
Observer staff, it's just that I can’t 
believe everything I have done andall 
the interesting people I’ve met. 

I'veseen my share ofstaffers come 
and go, late breaking hard news come 
in on Monday, and enough pizza for 
anyone to consume in their lifetime. 

But alas, my time has come, and 
the curtain is coming down on my 
time as Observer editor. I was in- 
formed by another past editor that it 
was my duty to compose my final 
work as a farewell to my home away 
from home for the last five semesters. 

Here, in a very particular order, 
are people that have had a very pro- 
found effect on me since I started as 
the lowly wire editor (a position that 
has never been filled since I retired it, 
thank you very much) in the fall of 
98. 

I think it is fair to warn you that 
there may be a few inside jokes, but 
unless you want the specific, gore- 
laced details, suggest you don’t ask. 

Danny Goodwin: What can I say 
but 'wow? Between the two of us we 
have over six years experience in 
here, and I would say none of it was 
a waste. Despite the crazy hours you 
pull the Dead Man always makes his 
regular appearances at the Observer. 
Of anyone that has ever taught me 
anything about the college paper 
thing, you have taught me the most. 
You will always be my number one 
partner in crime, after all, we are 
responsible forthe death oftwo clocks 
and the best headline that never 
made it into print ‘Beating up kitty.’ 
We have driven advisers and staffers 
crazy with our wrestling chatter, and 
if Vince McMahon ever needs people 
for his creative team, I have a feeling 
you and I are both there in a heart- 
beat. I leave you with one final word 
of advice for the rest of the time you 
are assistant adviser: meow. 

Matt Messelaar: Even though I 
had a slightly pre-determined opin- 
ion of you, I still have gotten to 
become good friends with you. You 
are proof that there is six degrees of 
separation between you and every- 
one on earth. You will do well in the 
field as long as the prescription for 
your ADD medicine doesn’t run out. 
Ifyou ever feel up to it, the board is in 
my car ready for action. 

Ed Hudson: Your motivation will 
do you well in whatever you decide to 
do, ifyou can ever stick to one idea for 
longer than 17 minutes. Keep the 
brain juices flowing and keep in con- 
tact, I want those Oscar tickets when 
you get nominated. 

Barbara Polletta: I have just one 
question to ask you: how in the hell 
did you put up with me? You are one 
of the most strong-willed people I 
know and I suspect you may be the 
first Observer staff member to kill a 
fellow Observerite for being a total 
wise guy. Good luck in the future. 
(P.S.- I can’t believe you said salami.) 

Lucy Miller: I am so glad you 
finally became one of us. After I got 
to know you, you became one of the 
funniest staff members I have ever 


SLEEPING BEAUTY: Worn-out in D.C., our Sports Editor crashes. 


encountered. Keep it up and again, 
stay in touch; I may need some free 
Valium after this business drives me 
to the nuthouse, like whatever, yeah, 
yeah. 

Carley Thornell: You were another 
one of myco-aggravators in the news- 
room for your time here. Just think 
ofall the fn you missed because you 
bailed out a semester or two ahead of 
me. In the end, I will want my Lucky 
Charms back, because they are oh so 
magically delicious. I hope whenever 
you see a cheesy movie or TV show, or 
heara really badjoke or song, you will 
remember our three favorite letters. 
‘Nuff said. 

Camille Ducey: For some odd rea- 
son, it seems none of the computers 
in the newsroom break anymore, as 
I did not take over the curse of the I- 
Mac you were using for the past two 
years, so, ha. I'm glad to see you are 
doing well at the Eagle Tribune, and 
soon enough, I will be around on a 
daily basis to torture you like the old 
days. You wanted _ that 
when?......hehehehehahhahaha. 

The Twins (Matt and Austin): 
Where would I be without knowing 
you guys? Probably with a ton more 
sanity and without the sldlls of a 
relationship counselor. I’m just be- 
ginning, as you guys finish so good 
luck. Matt, [hope in two years we still 
aren’t working together at Market 
Basket. All I can say to you Aus is to 
not try so damn hard, it will come 


- eventually. 


Jason Roy (a.k.a. J-spank): How 
much longer can we continue to 
drive each other crazy? Something 
tells me fora very, very long time, you 
FAB. My prediction for you is ulti- 
mate damnation to a life of fruit and 
vegetables. You'll do just fine in the 
long run, as long you keep your head 
straight. Thanks for listening to my 
hours of complaining when things 
were not going so good early this 
semester. I can’t express how grate- 
full am for that. We are the eternally 
stressed, and we may as well come to 
terms with that. Hey, maybe anger 
management therapy is the best op- 
tion? 

Zach Smith: Hey, what can I say, 
but you are the best friend that any- 
one can ask for. Thanks for all your 
advice throughout the entire time I 
have been here. You are a good kid 
and don’t let anyone else influence 
you otherwise. Happy trails, the col- 
lege experience is something else. 

Are you ready to tell me to shut up 
yet? Wait, I'm not done. 

Joe LeBlanc: I didn’t think one 
man.could drive meas crazyas he did, 


George Ward photo 


with the consistent nagging about 
copy, what stories to cover and the list 
goes on forever. You have had me to 
the brink of breakdown and back 
again. There were days I wanted to 
take the stress ball responsible for 
taking outthe clocks andjamit straight 
up his...nose. 

Anyway, all kidding aside, Joe is 
one guy who really has this journal- 
ism thing down to a science. All the 
techniques, writing style elements and 
other tangibles that go along with 
learning this field, Ihave learned from 
him. I am forever indebted for these 
skills. Thank you Joe for everything, 
including the ulcers that will come a 
few years down the line. 

Amy Callahan: Do you really know 
whatyou got yourselfinto? Once things 


get to normal around here (if there is 
such a thing) you will continue the 
proud tradition of the Observer. Just 
remember things can’tbemuch worse 
than they seem, or can they? 

Frank Goldberg: You are the main 
reason I ever got into this major. You 
helped motivate me all the way 
through high school and given me 
support thereafter whenever I have 
needed it. Ifall goes well, I will bump 
into you at a Bruins game in the very 
near future. 

Last but certainly notleast, [would 
like tothank my family, especially my 
parents. Through all the headaches, 
whining, moaning and complaining, 
you just took it in stride and always 
supported me. Thanks for the never- 
ending stream of boots in the butt to 


Staff photo 


WASHINGTON NIGHTLIFE: Observer staff enjoys the sights afterhours. 


keep me going, even when I really 
didn’t want to. 

It has been fun these last five 
semesters and cherish every minute 
of it, for the most part. The awards, 
the trips, the Saturdays. All things I 
will miss (yeah right, like I miss hav- 
ing to get up at 7 am and come in to 
the school every other Saturday, give 
me a break). I will miss the people 
most of all. The staff is what makes 
the Observer tick. Good luck to any- 
one who comes in here, you will be 
part ofa great tradition and you will 
getmore out of this than you can ever 
imagine. You may now quote the 
Raven nevermore. 

“It’s closing time, every new be- 
ginning comes from some other be- 


ginnings end.” 


Part-Time 


Part-Time Package Handler and Part-Time Student 


“The best thing about being a part-time foader at UPS is getting paid great 
money and staying fit from the physical workout you get on the job." 
Students who work part-time at the UPS Cheimsiord facility 


can receive up to $23,000* in college education assistance 
with the UPS Earn & Learn program! 


Working as 2 part-time loader, this employee discovered thal her part-time position 
at UPS benefits her physical well being as much as her bank account. "It's great. 
Why waste your time working out when you can get this benefit on the job and 
get paid. for i? For me and many others, this job beats sitting around behind 


desk somewhere.” 


UPS offers much more than you'd expect from a part-time job, like great 
starling pay, set work schedules, weekly paychecks and lots of great benefits. 


Future plans include attending a four-year university and eventually getting « 
Master's degree in Sociology, In the meantime, the extra mongy helps offset the 
rising cost of tulfion and books, allowing her to keep on track with her education 
goals. "With great starting pay and up to $23,000 through the UPS Earn & 
Learn college education assistance program, it just doesn't get any better than 
this ina part-time job!" 


Take it from our employees -- UPS is the best part-time job you'll ever have! 


See our UPS Recruiter at the following locations: 


LAWRENCE 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Tueeday & Thursday from 1PM - 4PM 
11 Lawrance St, Lawrence 


HAVERHILL 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Monday & Tuesday from Noon - 4PM 
80 Merrimack St., Haverhill 


SALEM D.E.S. 
Wednesday from 2PM-4PM 


29 S. Broadway, Salem, NH 


| 


www.upsjobs.com 
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Hartleb cites need for developmental 
classes, but wants to limit the scope 


@ continued from page 1 


“If we don’t put more re- 
sources in that area we are go- 
ing to be denying a lot of people 
who rightfully deserve it,” 
Hartleb said. 

While the developmental 
stage is controversial in weak- 
ening the schools standards, it 
was clear that NECC is the spring- 
board for higher education. 
NECC does not want to be known 
as a developmental college, but 
it does want to provide for those 
with educational disadvantages. 
Moreover, the college wants to 
accommodate even those with 
financial needs. 

A student must be enrolled 
in a certain number of credit 


— ee 66 
How are we going 
to provide for the 
students without 
college credits? 


—PROF. JIM BRADLEY 


classes to receive financial aid, 
and Jim Bradley, professor of 
psychology, asked, “If more and 
more students are coming to 
NECC, some with remediational 
problems, how are we going to 
provide for the students with- 
out college credits?” This is an 
issue to be later discussed. 


Parnassus magazine 


offers diverse arts 


Barbara Polletta photo 


BARING THE SOUL: Lilla Collins reads at open mike in Jitters. 


@ continued from page 1 


been sitting in Jitters volunteered 
to read or recite poetry. 

Hurajt said that the staffchooses 
to hold the slam at Jitters, rather 
than the lecture hall or the theater, 
because it provides an atmosphere 
where students can come in and 
listen to one performer or can stay 
and enjoy the entire event, which 
provides for a typical poetry read- 
ing environment. 

The styles ranged from reciting 
free verse to reading poems the 
students had written, some of which 
were published in the current issue 
of “Parnassus.” 

Hurajt commented thatit’s great 
that people who don’t submit po- 
etry to “Parnassus” still read at the 
slam because it adds variety to the 
event. 

This variation also held true to 
the staffof the fall semester issue of 
the publication. Hurajt said she 
had a well-rounded staff, some stu- 
dents were artists and others were 
writers. The staff, which consisted 
of about six students, as in other 
years, was faced with a challenge 
for this issue; during the fall semes- 
ter more works had been submit- 
ted than usual, which forced the 
staff to add four pages to the pub- 
lication. 


The staff chose the works of 
writing that would be published by 
rating each piece on a scale of one 
to four, and at the end of the semes- 
ter the highest rated works were 
published. 

The art was chosen a little dif- 
ferently. During the staffmeetings, 
which were held every other week, 
the students would look at the art 
display on the third floor of the C- 
building and tack a note on the 
works they thought should be sub- 
mitted to the publication. 

Hurajt said that usually the staff 
does not receive art work from 
photography students, but this year 
the professors from the classes had 
been submitting work from the 
students, which added diversity to 
the art of “Parnassus.” Hurajt also 
mentioned that the staff would like 
to see more computer graphics in 
the publication. 

Because many students do their 
best work at the end of the semes- 
ter, Hurajt commented, they can 
submit their works of writing and 
art for the spring semester issue of 
“Parnassus.” 

To submit a piece of writing via 
email, contact Hurajt at 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu or for fur- 
ther information call her at 
(978)556-3454. 


In addition, it was remarked 
that there is a missing link be- 
tween ESL and career programs, 
and some argued for the need to 
bridge the gap. 

Hartleb said, “We are strug- 
gling, but we are getting there.” 

The meeting also brought 
forth news that Hartleb will now 
have an office at the Lawrence 
campus. 

Starting Jan. 2, Hartleb will 
be in Lawrence for two half days 
a week. The days have not yet 
been set. 

This was just one of the many 
brown bag luncheon NECC hosts. 
Anyone is welcome to join in, 
and bring forth any issues or 
concerns. 


Tricia Hamblet photo 


OUCH: President David Hartleb participates in preven- 
tive medicine by getting a flu shot during a recent visit 


to the Lawrence campus. 


Recycling promoted by grassroots group 


@ continued from page 1 


“T have talked with the building 
manager here, Kelly Sullivan, and 
have emailed the grounds manager 
who I thought might be interested 
and be willing to take charge. The 
response I received was that recycling 
was not worth the effort. Period,” 
Povenmire said. 

However, Mark Andrews, vice 
president ofadministration, lastweek 
sent a college-wide memo announc 
ing recycling receptacles are avail- 
able by request on both the Haverhill 


and Lawrence campuses. 

The people in Povenmire’s office 
have made a commitment to do what 
they can despite the lack of support 
from the college. 

“We bring our paper waste and 
recyclables home to add them to 
curbside pick-up. Sometimes the 
amount of paper waste is overwhelm- 
ing and heavy, and we simply can’t 
keep up with it,” said Povenmire. 

Povenmire said that the college 
should feel some obligation to set an 
example. 

“Tt seems lazy and shortsighted 


not to take the prime opportunity 
we have to set an example of easy 
environmental conservation 
through recycling,” she said. 

Darman said that although pa- 
per will be the group’s primary 
focus, recycling cans and plastics, 
especially those returnable for de- — 
posit, raises interesting opportunt- 
ties. 

“Most small colleges’ recycling 
programs do not pay for them- 
selves, but deposit proceeds could 
be used to fund the program,” 
Darman said. 


Honors Program makes presentations 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


Students participating in the 
Honors Program made their end- 
of-semester presentations before 
the honors committee and their 
faculty mentors on Dec. 15 in 
the lounge of C-114 (Spurk). 

Students involved in the pro- 
gram are required to complete a 
final project reflective of their 
learning experience in their hon- 
ors class. 


Presentations were made as 
oral reports and visual displays 
with overhead and Powerpoint 
presentations.Subjects matter 
ranged from analysis of Henry 
James’ aihe Princess 
Casamassima”, to examination 
of Athena and her role in mythol- 
ogy. 

The program’s new 
coordinator,Ginger Hurajt, intro- 
duced each of the six presenters 
and led the open forum of ques- 
tions that was conducted after 


each presentation. A light 
buffet of refreshments fol- 
lowed the event. 

The honors program, now 
in its third year, is an oppor- 
tunity for students to receive 
an Honors Experience desig- 
nation on their transcripts. 

Presenting at the Fall 2000 
presentations: Renay 
McManus,Sherie Friedrich, 
Brandon Fasulo, Maria Rios- 
Moya, Brenda Rennie,and 
Emilia Gabaldon. 


Barbara Polletta photo 
ENJOYING THE HONOR: Students and faculty indulge in presentation discussions. 


\® Page 5 NECC Observer, Friday, Dec. 22, 2000 


@ This year's available 
\peer tutors are in high 
idemand as staffer seeks 


ppore applicants 


—— 


i By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


The peer tutor program has reported 
a slight decline in students applying for 
employment as a peer tutor this semes- 
ter. According to Diane Sheahan, coordi- 
nator of this federally funded program, 
| there were approximately 25 tutors avail- 
able for assignment during the fall se- 
-mester, while in past years as many as 40 
| were available. 
The quality of the tutors has never 
been better though. 
| “We can always use more tutors, espe- 
| cially in science and computer courses, 
but I had the best group of qualified 
: tutors this fall,” said Sheahan. Over the 


@ Socio-Military 
historian gives 
lectures that unwrap 
history's mystery 


By O'RYAN JOHNSON 
| Opinion Editor 


The election in Florida has shown us the 
| value of precedent through an unprec- 
_ edented situation. From the beginning, 
| commentators on the situation have used 
examples from past elections and past court 
| decisions to anticipate events and debate 
_ the legality in the verdicts handed down. In 
| these situations we observe the value of 
people who can easily transition the events 
: of our past into a present frame of refer- 
| 

| 


| ence. 

For those who are studying history, ei- 
_ ther for the purpose of getting a degree in 
| the field or merely as a requirement, that 
_ sort of person as an instructor is invaluable. 
Professor Steven Corvi epitomizes this vir- 
_ tue in his post as an instructor of Western 
_ Civilization, here at Northern Essex. 

Corvi is a socio-military historian. His 
lectures, are carefully fitted pieces of a 
puzzling subject, the nature of which grows 
abundantly clearer with each session. 

Within the frame of an hour, he draws a 

mentally visible outline for his students 

through concise but thorough descriptions, 

including details that animate the subject, 
_ such as Catherine the Great and her equine 
- penchant, Henry VIII's gout, and the flatter- 
ing light in which most artists painted their 
Jess than flattering royal subjects. 

From Mesopotamia to the Reformation, 
the firm banks of Corvi’s lectures distill the 
complicated relationships between people 
and cultures, and they flow from point to 
point, with arresting continuity. 

As we are a generation entrenched in 
the present and demand that anything 
worth taking note of happen in the now, 
with immediate visibility, this is no mean 
task. Most of our media is directed towards 
accommodating our impatience, and it takes 
a special breed of teacher to act as the 
strong lieutenant leading us over the top 
and into the no man’s land of history. 

So how did a person, on the outskirts of 
our generation become attracted to his- 
tory? Isat down with Professor Corvi to 
find out. 


FEATURES 


past three years she said she has seen a 
slight drop in qualified applicants. 
Sheahan said she believed the economy 
and availability of other higher paying 
jobs was a possible cause to this staffing 
challenge. 

For more than 15 years the peer tutor 
program has been of service to students 
in need of academic help through one- 
on-one sessions as well as group tutor- 
ing. Students are offered this service free 
of charge, through.a recommendation by 
their professor that academic assistance 
is needed. The program, which is funded 
partially through the P.A.C.E. grant, de- 
signed to give support to first generation 
college students, gives P.A.C.E students 
priority but is available to all students. 

To become a peer tutor students must 
have received a “B” or better in the tutor- 
ing subject. A faculty reference is re- 
quired to verify the commitment and 
communication skills required for the 
position. 

Tutors earn $6 per hour, and receive 
paid training and certification as a Level-I 


I asked, “What were your early influ- 
ences? How did you become interested in 
history?” 

“Well, I was always very good at it, [and] 
Mr. Brower, my 6th grade teacher he was 
good. He enjoyed the subject, and 1 watched 
a lot of war movies growing up.” 

The last persuasion is evident in his 
syllabus, as five video sources are reviewed 
throughout the semester. His use of film as 
a tool for education is not diluted by provid- 
ing only stock-in-trade productions of rel- 
evant material, but recent, award-nomi- 
nated features that will interest the audi- 
ence instead of inducing slumber. During 
the running of a movie, he occasionally 
chimes in, to either identify a point he had 
also made during a lecture, or to correct a 
historical inaccuracy. His comments press 
students to look deeper than the medium of 
presentation for information. 

By cross-referencing historical citations 
with scenes in movies, he turns the stu- 
dents into behind-the-scenes experts, and 
entices a greater interest. His sensitivity to 
students’ attention spans is probably the 
result of his not being totally removed from 
the other side of the desk. 

Currently, Corvi is a doctoral candidate 
at Northeastern University and lectures 
there as an adjunct professor. After suc- 
cessfully pursuing his interest of history 
through Massachusetts state colleges, he 
traveled abroad and studied at the Imperial 
War Museum and the National Army Mu- 
seum, both in Great Britain. 

I asked him if he would recommend 
studying abroad to students, to which he 
replied, “Yeah, and Great Britain is a great 
place to doit. It’s not expensive, and there’s 
no language barrier. It’s less daunting, 
where if you go to France or Italy, people at 
the airport and hotel speak English, but if 
you go to an archive, you're going to have to 
know some of the language.” 

He stated, “I’m doing my dissertation on 
19th and 20th century British History and 
Word War |” and “[studying abroad] makes 
things more clear cut, more objective. I 
study how the military affects culture.” He 
later added, “The military is a cross culture 
of society and a lot of people forget that. It’s 
a melting pot.” 

His belief in homogeny is not limited to 
military history. He carries the lessons of 
his travels to the classroom, by filling lec- 
tures with anecdotes that fuse the seem- 


Peer Tutor. This certification is accredited 
by the College Reading and Learning Asso- 
ciation and is completed by attending 10 
workshops designed to, maximize the 
tutor’s skills. Topics include problem solv- 
ing in tutoring, understanding learning 
styles and helping students utilize special- 
ized student services on campus. Accord- 
ing to Sheahan, six students this year will 
become certified. This is a nationally rec- 
ognized certification, and provides an at- 
tractive addition to any resume. 

The role of the peer tutor is to provide 
further insight and explanation of as- 
signments while helping the student 
improve their study skills and sense of 
accomplishment. This can be a valuable 
experience for the tutor as well as the 
student in need of support. 

“This experience helps the tutor learn 
from teaching. Anyone with the inclina- 
tion to teach or provide training in their 
future career can learn from this experi- 
ence,” Sheahan said. 

Supplemental Instruction, a pilot pro- 
gram, is being developed to enhance the 


abe of people ity an 
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ingly diverse events of Western Civilization” 
into a comprehensible whole. He demon- 
strates how Italian wines were staples of 
commerce, how moveable type engendered 
literacy and spawned the Renaissance, and 
how it shaped the Reformation. Corvi 


teaches these subjects through the wisdom - 


of his experience and erudition, deftly in- 
terweaving the obscure with the general, 
and presenting a rare opportunity to the 
person who takes history simply as a re- 
quirement, allowing them to see a broader 
application of its impact. No doubt, his 
lecturing ability is honed through the mul- 
tiple class loads he currently carries. 

In addition to teaching here at Northern 
Essex, he is a professor at Newbury College, 
Northeastern University, and at the Ameri- 
can Military University, a correspondence 
college for active duty servicemen and 
women. When I questioned him about the 
last, he enthusiastically replied, “There [at 
the American Military University] I can get 
very specific. I teach a class on the Hundred 
Years War, Napoleonic War, and a class in 
the History of Aerospace Operational Sys- 
tems. The only disadvantage is that I don’t 
get to lecture, which is something I love to 
do.” 

As a final statement on the supposition 
that the integration of our fields of knowl- 
edge hones the edges of our understanding, 
Professor Corvi’s post, teaching a corre- 
spondence class to those men and women 
whose responsibility it is to ensure our 
protection while we earn our degrees, is a 
testament to his character. Several com- 
mentators on military policy, such as former 
Rep. Patricia Schroder, confine their knowl- 
edge of the subject to primers and texts, 
without the benefit of working with our 


Qualified students sought for tutoring 


tutor’s role in class assignments. In 
this program tutors attend the classes 
with students and meet after class for 
their tutoring session. This allows the 
tutor a better understanding of the 
professor’s style of teaching and what 
is actually expected of the student. 
With this program tutors have a more 
hands-on approach to the learning 
process and work more closely with 
the professor toward the success of 
the student. 

“Some colleges have been doing this 
for years and it needs to be developed 
further here,” Sheahan said. Though 
in its early stages, the pilot program 
will be further expanded. 

Sheahan said she is hopeful that the 
tutors currently employed will continue 
tutoring in the upcoming semester, but 
more staff is always needed. Professors 
are encouraged to make recommenda- 
tions to students they think would be 
qualified as a peer tutor, and any inter- 
ested student should contact Diane 
Sheahan in B-118 to fill out an application. 


service personnel, and understanding their 
daily lives. 

During a semester, educators get to 
know their students, not only through 
classroom activity, but also from assessing 
their work. The attention a student pays to 
assignments is a reflection of their ambi- 
tion, intelligence, and in some cases their 
personal life. In this fashion, teachers 
become acquainted with the basic human 
drives present in their students. For Corvi, 


Professor Corvi leads ca over the top 


-such an association; even in correspon- 


dence with our.soldiers and sailors, can do 
nothing but enhance his understanding of 


‘the military and further buttress his title 


of socio-military historian. 

If we’re lucky we meet people who 
illuminate.a connectedness in the world 
around us. They display a world less com- 
prised of obstacles in the paths of our 
goals, than containing outlets for the ex- 
ploration of our ideas. Professor Corvi is 
such a person; he gives us a chance to see 
different cultures as extensions of our 
shared humanity, and their history own- 
ing a thread that follows generations back 
to a time in our ancestry when, together, 
we darned the fabric of civilization. 
Through Corvi, ancient voices have a trans- 
lator that brings the message of their era 
to ours. 


NECC student : 


Conveniently located at Routes 
110 & 125 
310 Main Street 
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UNH student scheduled for court tial 


® College student 
challenges policy of 
telling parents 
about drugs, alcohol 


DOVER, N.H. (AP) Sending 
letters to parents of University 
of New Hampshire students 
facing drug or alcohol charges 
is unconstitutional, according 
to a student who is challeng- 
ing the new policy in court. 

UNH police charged Thomas 
Lemeris with underage posses- 
sion of alcohol on Sept. 22. 
Since then, he has sued the 
university and town police, 
arguing officers are acting be- 
yond the scope of their author- 
ity in sending the letters. 

According to his lawyer, 
Joanne Stella, Lemeris would 
be “irreparably harmed” if po- 
lice sent his parents a letter 
because his right to be pun- 
ished only after a fair hearing 
will have been denied. 


—_—_¢¢——— 


Parents are 
overwhelmingly 
in support of 
this. 


-RENE KELLEY 


“The notification policy is 
essentially a form of punish- 
ment, which is in the prov- 
ince of the judicial branch 
and even then, only if the 
defendant has been found 
guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt,” Stella wrote. 

She also said the policy 
violates the separation of 
powers between the three 
branches of government. The 
Constitution doesn’t allow 
police departments to make 
laws or policies affecting de- 
fendants in the court system, 


Presidential controversy created 
student interest in pol-sci major 


@ Election battle 
may boost college 
political science 
programs 


BOSTON (AP) College students 
sat up and took notice this politi- 
cal season, at least in part because 
of the post-election drama. 

“I find students much more 
engaged than I have in the past,” 
said Jeffrey Sedgwick, undergradu- 
ate director of political science at 
the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. 

Now, he said, it is not unusual 
for as many as 15 students to stay 
after lectures, congregating at the 
lectern or even following him back 
to his office. 

At Boston University, spring en- 


rollment in political science 
courses is up 18 percent. Officials 
link the increase to this year’s 
post-election turbulence. 

“We think there is a cause-and- 
effect relationship,” said David 
Scott Palmer, head of the B.U. 
political science department. 

But other numbers suggest an 
upswing in political interest pre- 
dating this year’s presidential 
standoff. 

Palmer said the school has 
about 450 political science majors 
this year, compared with about 
400 last year, an increase that 
cannot be tied to the post-election 
battle. 

There are similar figures at 
Umass-Amherst, where the num- 
ber of students majoring in politi- 
cal science has jumped from 350 
to 470 in 18 months. 


she wrote. 

Durham police say the let- 
ters are remedial, not a form 
of punishment. 

The department’s attorney, 
Joseph McKittrick, wrote that 
Stella’s claim “is both un- 
proven and an assumption not 
based upon fact.” 

Deputy Police Chief Rene 
Kelley said the letters have 
been very successful in de- 
creasing the number of stu- 
dents being arrested. 

Last year, Durham police 
sent 224 letters to parents. Of 
those, 145 parents responded 
that they support the pro- 
gram, while three opposed it. 
So far this year, the depart- 
ment has sent 303 letters. All 
but four of the 117 parents 
who gave their opinion of the 
program favored it. 

“So that tells us that par- 
ents are overwhelmingly in 
support of this,” Kelley said. 

Lemeris’ trial is scheduled 
for the week of Feb. 20 at 
Strafford County Superior 
Court. 


(AP photo) 


LITERACY ADVOCATE: Laura Bush, wife of President-elect 
George W. Bush, reads a story to Florida scoolchildren. As 
First Lady, she is expected to champion literacy, early child- 
hood education, the arts and breast cancer awareness. 


Former presidential candidate 
nominated by ivy league school 


@ Gore is one of 
500 nominated for 
Harvard presidency 


BOSTON (AP) Vice President Al 
Gore is one of about 500 people 
nominated for the presidency of 
Harvard University, according to 
the chairman of the university’s 
presidential search committee. 

“He'll go into our pool and be 
considered seriously,” Robert G. 
Stone Jr., a senior fellow of the 
Harvard Corporation, which will 
make the final choice, told The 
Boston Globe. 

Stone, however, made it clear 
Gore is unlikely to be selected. 

“He doesn’t have the academic 
and intellectual standing,” Stone 


Springfield college receives $6.5M gift 


@ American 
International College 
receives largest gift 
in its history 


SPRINGFIELD (AP) American In- 
ternational College has received a 
$6.5 million gift, the largest in 
school history. 

The gift comes from a chari- 
table trust created by longtime 
college benefactor Esther Boyer 
Griswold, who died last year. 

The previous top gift to the 
school was $5 million left by 
Griswold’s husband, Earle, follow- 
ing his death in 1986. 

“(Esther Griswold was) a mag- 
nificent human being and she’s 
been a good friend of ours,” col- 
lege President Harry J. Courniotes 
told The (Springfield) Union-News. 

Courniotes sees a number of 
uses for the $6.5 million, which 


comes with no restrictions. He 
said part of the money will be put 
toward maintaining the Esther B. 
Griswold Theater for the Perform- 
ing Arts, and part of the money 
should be used to bolster the 
college’s endowment and to keep 
the school current with techno- 
logical advancements. 

The college trustees’ finance 
committee will decide how the 
money will be used. 

Earle Griswold was a founder 
of Tampax Inc. in Palmer, and a 
longtime trustee of the college. 
His wife was a founding officer of 
the company, which is now known 
as Tambrands Inc. She retired in 
1967. 

She was an AIC corporator, 
which is the group that elects the 
college’s board of trustees, and 
she played a key role in the effort 
to build the Karen Sprague Cul- 
tural Arts Center and Esther B. 
Griswold Theatre for the Perform- 
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[She was] a 
magnificant human 
being and she's been 
a good friend. 
-PRESIDENT HARRY 


COURNIOTES, Interna- 
tional American College 


ing Arts at the college. 

The building is home to the 
Albany Berkshire Ballet, and is the 
site of many college and commu- 
nity events each year, including 
award ceremonies, concerts, semi- 
nars and fashion shows. 

A gubernatorial debate was 
held in the theater in 1998. 

The college was founded in 1885 
and has 1,200 undergraduate and 
a total of 600 graduate and con- 
tinuing education students. 


said in an interview published 
Tuesday. 

Stone confirmed that four 
people have nominated Gore to 
succeed Neil L. Rudenstine, who 
plans to step down next summer. 

Joseph S. Nye, dean of Harvard’s 
John F. Kennedy School of Govern- 
ment, said the university was more 
likely to hire a nonpartisan figure. 

“He’s an extremely bright man 
who has a Harvard degree, and 
you can’t get much better experi- 
ence,” Nye said. “But he hasn’t 
been in the academic world.” 

Gore graduated from Harvard 
in 1969. 

Jim Kennedy, Gore’s spokes- 
man, said Tuesday, “At this point, 
we're not commenting on any 
rumors about the vice president’s 
future.” 


living space at UNH 
DURHAM, N.H. (AP) About 100 
University of New Hampshire stu- 
dents erected a makeshift refugee 
camp Thursday to protest a plan 
to force some students to live off- 
campus. They say a housing lot- 
tery to ease overcrowding in dorms 
means students will have to find 
apartments in an area where prices 
are high, and the number of avail- 
able apartments is low. 

The university sent about 1,600 
students lottery numbers this 
week. About 200 with the lowest 
numbers will not be allowed to 
live in dorms next fall. 

College officials say they sym- 
pathize, but say there is no other 
alternative. A new dorm is in the 
works, but won’t be finished until 
spring of 2003. 
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Capricorn: Trouble 
everywhere you look 


ARIES: (March 21 - April 20) 

Just when you were on a roll, your momentum slows 
down and everything sputters to a snail’s pace. Plan a few 
outings to spice things up. If you’ve been holding your 
feelings back, don’t go to the other extreme and express 
affections intensely. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

You may feel on top of the world, both physically and 
emotionally - don’t take unnecessary risks. Use a close 
friend as a sounding board for those ideas that have been 
churning within you for some time. If practical, your ideas 
will be good. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

Just being yourself will be a big asset in the workplace 
and at home. Your personal finance situation is rosy, be 
aware of get rich quick schemes, and make sure to think 
things through completely. Adjust to whatever it is that is 
bothering you. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

_ Doors will open which will lead to wonderful family, 
property or household developments. Start the week with 
your eye fixed on an important target. If you don’t concen- 
trate and stick to your resolve, a number of possible 
distractions will send you off course. 

LEO: (July 24 - Aug. 23) 

Your romantic prospects are likely to enjoy a lively 
upswing during the weeks ahead, as well as life in general. 
You will no doubt have more free time for pleasures. The 
romance theme will continue for some time, but you now 
have a more realistic view about love. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

Abrighter future, concerning career activities, will now 
be in plain view. Many actions will be related to your 
income, so plan carefully. There is a fortunate accent on 
your home and property interests this week, and your 
personal aims are supported by all. 

__ LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

Don’t push your luck concerning a job or career oppotr- 
tunity. Confidence is good, but what you may be banking 
on now is not a sure thing. Your efficiency on the job will 
be noted by a superior. You will receive answers to some 
questions today. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Caution is the keyword. Try not to sound off in the heat 
of the moment; you will no doubt say things you will later 
regret. Be careful regarding any transportation plans. You 
have ideas which will eventually come to fruitation, but be 
practical. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

Love and marriage is definitely in the air. If you are 
already married, you and your partner will share and 
communicate even more, which will strengthen the rap- 
port within your relationship. If you are presently on the 
sidelines, you may soon fall in love! 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

This week may seem long and unduly drawn out. There 
is trouble everywhere you look, so be aware of what you say 
and what you do; others may be overly sensitive. Concen- 
trate on doing your best at work, instead of worrying about 
romantic uncertainties. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Don’t take on anymore tasks than you can really handle, 
or you may find yourself feeling totally drained. If there is 
a problem, you need to speak out and not let negative 
feelings fester inside. Work on your various friendships 
this week, people need to know you care. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

A family member or friend could use some of your 
sympathy and quiet understanding this week. You are in 
tune to a lover’s feelings and are appreciated for this fact. 
Watch out for any mood swings which may cause you to 
overdo it with regards to spending or eating and drinking. 


Artists and entertainers who 
gave last bow in 2000 


(AP) The following are just a few of the arts and 
entertainment figures who died in 2000: Patrick O’Brian, 
85, British novelist; Doug Henning, 52, magician; Charles 
M. Schulz, 77, creator of "Peanuts" comic strip; Edward 
Gorey, 75, illustrator; Dame Barbara Cartland, 98, author; 
Sir John Gielgud, 96, actor; Tito Puente, 77, musician. 


Gibson amuses with a feminine flair 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Features Editor 


Who would have thought, Mel 
Gibson in pantyhose and a tur- 
quoise Wonderbra? Promotional 
trailers began teasing potential 
ticket buyers with that very sce- 
nario. 

I have to admit I was skeptical 
of a comedy with Gibson as the 
lead character. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love Gibson, but his only 
proof of comedic timing is play- 
ing a.chicken in Chicken Run and 
a few one-liners in the Lethal 
Weapon Saga. 

He did possess certain talent in 
those moments however, so I 
joined a packed theater of movie- 
viewers to give this latest release 
a chance. 

Advertising executive, Nick 
Marshall (Gibson) is a chauvinis- 
tic womanizer who grew up in 
Vegas nurtured by his showgirl 
mother and her showgirl friends. 
Now a successful executive, he 
suffers a freak accident and can 


Fingliy.a man is listening. 


Art courtesy of Paramount Pictures 


suddenly hear all female thoughts. 
At first it is overwhelming and 
brutal to his ego, as he learns what 
women really think about him. 
Once he adjusts to this new infor- 
mation he decides to use it to his 
advantage. 

Having just lost a promotion to 
his new boss, Darcy Maguire 
(played by Helen Hunt), Marshal 
puts his “gift” to use in outwitting 
her ona big project at work. Some- 
where along the way he finds him- 


self understanding women, relat- 


ing to his daughter, and falling for 
Darcy. 

The laughs were present 
throughout the movie, though 
some were predictable. The audi- 
ence on several occasions ap- 
plauded while they laughed. I en- 
joyed the story line more than I 
expected to, probably in credit to 
Gibson’s expressive comedic tal- 
ent, and the chemistry between 
him and Hunt. 

I would recommend this movie 
to any Gibson fan, as well as any 
moviegoers in seek ofa good laugh. 
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By Max Hopkins 
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answers are on page 6. 
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Barbara Polletta photo 
LET THE SNOW BEGIN: The winter season kicked off last week, blanketing the Haverhill area with about 5" of snow, before melting away earlier this week. 


Rose Elliott photos 
AUTUMN BECOMES WINTER: 
Winter came a week early, and 
provided a backdrop for the pal- 
ette of colors as the two seasons 
combined. 


Barbara Polletta photo 
A JOLLY, HAPPY SOUL: Rose Elliott's snowman offered cheer to all passersby. 


